Peter  Wakeford -  another OW legend leaves us 



	When the Old Wilsonians stopped playing their sports at the  school ground in Dulwich Common and moved to Hayes Hill in 1959 they soon became aware that the sporting facilities were not often used – just a handful of football matches and a couple of games of cricket whilst the tennis courts were virtually in virgin condition  – but things rapidly changed, much to the initial consternation of the local residents. 
	One of the first people to change all that was Peter Wakeford, who died suddenly on January 12th 
	Peter was a natural games player and as well as the three sports mentioned above he also played Squash – albeit not initially at Hayes until our courts were built some years later – badminton and, in his final years, bowls. 
	Peter was also an accomplished bridge player and, with Alan Davies, formed a pair who were the equal of anyone and the masters of most. 
	But it is as a cricketer that Peter will probably best be remembered, an accomplished opening bat and the sharpest of slip fielders who always made a point of speaking to the scorer upon returning to the pavilion “don’t forget to put the initial P next to the name Wakeford”, particularly when brother David was also in the team 
	Peter scored 8,651  runs for the OWs and held   212 catches and both would have been considerably higher had he not emigrated to Australia for several years. 
	He was helped by the fact that he played in the great side of the early 1960s that also included the likes of Pat Fitzsimmons, Ken Sawyer, Mike Kendrick. Peter Hubert and Alan Davies in the days when Sunday was the main day for cricket and the Club would take on the very best, including Dulwich Hamlet when they were in their prime
	However, there was one occasion when the Fixtures bureau provided as with a new Club – the appropriately named ‘Fledglings’ -  and they raced to 340 or for the loss of not many wickets before inviting us to respond and we were soon 40 for 5
	Peter had watched this carnage from the other end and was now joined by brother David and between them they stopped the rot and we ended on just over 200 but without any further loss of wickets to salvage a draw,  Peter being 93 or so not out and David having completed his 50 just before stumps. 
	Peter continued playing until he was in his early 70s – he once opened  the batting with Mike Kendrick in a combined aggregate age of over 140 but, sadly, the runs they put on did not reach anywhere near that total, and ultimately stopped playing when he confided:
“I cannot see the ball anymore”, but he never lost his love for the OWCC, became its President for a short while and amentor for the likes of Rob Harris, who still holds the record for the highest individual score for an OW, and Michael Mitchell, the current 1st Xl skipper.
	“I’ve just seen this little left-hander. He looks very good but he cannot hit the ball off the square,” he told me when ‘Mitch’ was about 14. 
	Colin Smith remembers him as “A very good bat in his day and slip fielder  - with John Mathews keeping wicket. I think it was Wakeford , Hubert, Davies, and myself at Gully”.
	Peter was also a prolific goal-scorer during the winter months but a broken leg cut short his career although when the Super Vets played Lloyds Bank in 2001 to mark the millennium - we had a squad of over 20 whose total age added up to more than 1, 000 – and, at the age of 67, he proved that he had not lost any of his innate skills and spent more time on the field of play than the majority of his much younger team-mates. 
	But as far as the OWs were concerned Peter was much more than a talented sportsman – he was a reliable and dependable Clubman. 
	He served on the Council for many years and took on the running of the Super 70 and 200 Clubs, both of which made enormous amounts of money for the Club and wereso crucial to its survival. 
	Peter was one of the initial members of OWLS (Old Wilsonians Lunches) and one of the first to put up his hand to volunteer to serve on the Bar, although his increasing deafness did not mean that you always got what you ordered 
	Dave Mew says of him:
“I was on the committee for many years with Peter. He was a kind man and a pleasure to be with always.”










